unrivalled quickness of grasp, Absorption and assi-
milation, more facile ttfan subtle or deep, helped him
to make his own all that he heard or read; a rapid
though not ingenious brain showed him how to use
his material with the best effect and most practical
utility; and a facile pen and speech which never paused
for a thought or a word, could always be trusted to
clothe what he wished to convey in a form respectable
and effective and so well put as to conceal the absence
of native literary faculty and intellectual distinction.
These were Nature's presents to him at his birth.
Fortune placed him in a wealthy, well-read and well-
known family, gave him the best advantages of edu-
cation the times could afford, sent him to England
and opened the doors of the Civil Service, the pinnacle
of the young Indian's aspiration in his days, and
crowned him with the highest prizes that that highest
of careers could yield to a man of his hue and blood.
It is characteristic of his career that he should have-
died as Prime Minister of the Indian State which has
been most successful in reproducing and improving
upon tie Anglo-Indian model of administration.
There were limits, as we have fainted, to the liberal*
ity of Nature, Of all the great Bengalis of his time
Romesh Dutt was perhaps the least original His
administrative faculties were of the secoad order, not
of the first; though he stood for a time foremost
among the most active of Congress politicians and
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